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Pub-R=13 Central Montana Filsherles Study--Steve 2, SBwedbar
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“Job IT. Tvaluation of Figh Habltat Destruction in P
Creek Due to Construction of Inberstate Hig

The purpose of this investigation ls to determins the extsnt of
physical hebitat destruction caused by sonstruction of Interstate
Highway 15 along Prickly Fear Oresk and obtaln informstion concern-
ng its effect on the flsh and aquatic insect populiations.
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Up to the present time the followling information has been collected
and analyzed for 1962-63, but have not been analyzed for 1963-6l1.

1. Water Tempsratures: Two Minicorders were placed in the siream,
ons above the constructlion area at the Sleben Ranch and the
other at Wolf (reek., Temperatures were recorded during July
throuzgh September, -

o, TBobbom Pauvna Samples: A square-foob Surber sampler was used to
collect organisms at 5 statlons. OStation 5 was located sbove
+he congtruction area aboubt one mile above the Sieben Ranch.
Station 5 serves as a control, the other li statlons ave localbed
within the constructlion arsa. Three li-square fest were sampled
at sach stetlon in June and Sepbember of 1961, 1962 and 1963,

3. Fish: The fish population wag samplsd &l gix stations establish-
ed 1n 1649 and repsated in 1950, 1951, 1961, 1962 and 1963.
Samples were collected in August and September.&ggﬁations wers
600 fest in length and were electro-fished in 350 foot lengths.
Each 150-foot section was first blocked st each end with nets
and then electrolfished. A1l fish except sculpins were collected
in live boxes, anesthetized, weighed, measured, scale samples
taken, and then relsased.

i, Sediment Samples: Samples were collected in 1963 by the U. S,
Teological survey; bubt their analysis has not been received.

5. Physical Measurements: The physical characteristiocs of the
Streom bed were messured and ligted according to the specifica-
tions deseribed in Montana's stream survey instructlons. HMoasure-
ments were tabulated to just below Turtle Rock, and again, 2,200
feet telow this point. The posi-consiruction maasuresents will
be started in Auzust 19&lL.

Ground Water GQuality: Only one serles were collected in February
TO62. BIandpipes nave been ordersd but have not been recaived.
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‘This project will continue for approximately 2 years.



